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Questions

1. Why did Mr. Arable want to go out to the hoghouse?
A. He wanted to feed the new baby pigs.
B. He wanted to kill the runt pig.
C. He wanted to show Fern the new baby pigs.
D. He heard the hogs making noises and wanted to check on them.

2. According to Mr. Arable, runt pigs                    
A. Are too noisy.
B. Are stronger than other pigs.
C. Cannot be controlled.
D. Are weak and make trouble.

3. Why did Fern think that killing the runt pig was unfair?
A. She said that the pig couldn’t help being born small.
B. She said that the pig was too cute to kill.
C. She said her father was being selfish.
D. She said that the pig could get stronger when it got older.

4. What color was the runt pig?
A. It was white.             B. It was brown.
B. It was white and brown.   D. It was pink.




5. How big was the runt pig?
A. It was bigger than a new born kitten.
B. It was no bigger than a baby goat.
C. It was no bigger than a white rat.
D. It was bigger than a dog.

Vocabulary
	hoghouse
	
	queer
	

	runt
	
	approach
	

	shriek
	
	miserable
	

	amount
	
	distribute
	

	do away with
	
	rid
	

	pitcher
	
	infant
	

	unfair
	
	appetite
	

	injustice
	
	blush
	



Discussion Question

What would you do if you were in Fern’s situation?

Quotation

“It's unfair...The pig couldn't help being born small, could it? If I had been very small at birth, would you have killed me?” 
Fern P.3

“That's a fine specimen of a pig - it's no bigger than a white rat.” Avery P.4
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Questions

1. Which of the following did Fern NOT do with Wilbur?
A. She fed him.
B. She warmed up his milk in the morning.
C. She let Wilbur sleep in her bed.
D. She held his bottle for him.

2. Where did Wilbur live when he turns two weeks old?
A. He lived next to the kitchen.
B. He lived in the woodshed.
C. He lived outside.
D. He lived in Fern’s room.

3. How did Wilbur stay warm at night?
A. He slept under straw.
B. He used a blanket Fern made for him.
C. He covered himself with mud.
D. He slept in a pile of leaves.

4. Which of the following is NOT true?
A. Fern took Wilbur upstairs with her.
B. Fern took Wilbur on walks with her dolls.
C. Fern took Wilbur into the house.
D. Wilbur followed Fern around after school.


5. Why didn’t Wilbur go swimming with Fern and the other children?
A. The other children didn’t want to swim with Wilbur.
B. Fern didn’t let Wilbur in the water. 
C. Wilbur thought the water was too cold.
D. Wilbur liked playing in the grass instead.  

Vocabulary
	gaze
	
	brook
	

	adore
	
	amuse
	

	blossom
	
	edge
	

	straw
	
	moist
	

	doorway
	
	firm
	

	enchant
	
	barn
	

	vanish
	
	manure
	

	journey
	
	pile
	



Discussion Question

Please talk about your experience at a farm.  
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Questions
1. What was Fern allowed to do in the barn with Wilbur?
A. She was allowed to play with Wilbur.
B. She was allowed to watch Wilbur.
C. She was allowed to take Wilbur out for Walks.
D. She was allowed to go inside the pigpen with Wilbur.  

2. What didn’t Wilbur do when he was bored in the pigpen?
A. He checked his food trough.
B. He scratched his back on the fence.
C. He sat on top of the manure pile.
D. He played with the goose in the pigpen.

3. Who suggested that Wilbur leave his pigpen?
A.  A goose               B.  A cocker spaniel
C.  A duck                D.  A cow

4. How was Wilbur able to leave his pigpen?
A. There was a loose board on the fence.
B. The goose opened the gate for him.  
C. Wilbur dug a hole under the fence.
D. Wilbur pushed the gate door open.





5. Who first saw Wilbur out of his pen?
A. Mr. Zuckerman          B. Mrs. Zuckerman
C. Lurvy                   D. The cocker spaniel

 Vocabulary
	hay
	
	hire
	

	perspire
	
	Sneak
	

	patient
	
	rust
	

	grain
	
	wander
	

	grease
	
	discard
	

	pitcher
	
	overlook
	

	breeze
	
	dodge
	

	immediate
	
	awful
	



Discussion
What is Wilbur’s weak point?  What is your weak point?
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Questions
1. Why was Wilbur’s plan ruined?
A. It was raining.
B. It was too cold for Wilbur to go for a walk.
C. Nobody would play with Wilbur.
D. Wilbur felt sick.

2. Who was Templeton?
A. Templeton was a mouse.
B. Templeton was a goose.
C. Templeton was a lamb.
D. Templeton was a rat.

3. Why couldn’t Fern visit Wilbur?
A. She had school all day.
B. She was busy playing with her friends.
C. It was raining.
D. She was only allowed to visit Wilbur on the weekends.

4. Why didn’t Wilbur eat his breakfast?
A. Wilbur didn’t like the food that Lurvy gave him.
B. Wilbur wanted love rather than food.
C. Wilbur didn’t want to get wet.
D. Wilbur felt sick and needed medicine.



5. Why wouldn’t the goose play with Wilbur?
A. The goose was too busy eating.
B. The goose needed to sit on its eggs.
C. The goose didn’t want to get wet.
D. The goose refused to play with pigs.

Vocabulary
	Crook
	
	Hatch
	

	Meadow
	
	Bitter
	

	Crust
	
	Twirl
	

	Maple
	
	Merry
	

	Leftover
	
	Avoid
	

	Trench
	
	Sour
	

	Supper
	
	Creep
	

	Cautious
	
	Private
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Questions
1. Why did Wilbur find it difficult to sleep at night?
A. The other animals woke him up.  
B. Wilbur ate too much and felt ill.
C. Wilbur’s stomach was empty but his mind was full.
D. Wilbur woke up from bad dreams.

2. The oldest sheep said the quickest way to spoil a friendship is to..
A. Wake somebody up in the morning before he is ready.
B. Call out somebody’s name in the middle of the night.
C. Cry out not having friends.
D. Be too loud at bedtime.

3. Where was Charlotte’s spider web?
A. It was in a barn window.
B. It was outside of the pigpen next to the through.
C. It was on the top corner of the barn doorway.
D. It was between the cracks in the fence surrounding pigpen.

4. Why did Charlotte have problems seeing Wilbur?
A. Her eyes were too small.
B. She was near sighted.
C. She was far-sighted.
D. She had bad eyes.

5. Put the following steps in order: What are the steps Charlotte follows to eat a fly?
A. Charlotte wraps the fly up.
B. Charlotte drives at the fly.
C. Charlotte drinks the fly’s blood.
D. Charlotte knocks the fly out.

Vocabulary
	Doubt
	
	Determine
	

	brutal
	
	Spoil
	

	Stirring
	
	Pardon
	

	Property
	
	Objectionable
	

	Decent
	
	Salutation
	

	Fierce
	
	Dreadful
	

	Tuck
	
	Plot
	

	Thorough
	
	Wipe out
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Questions
1. Why did Fern visit the farm almost every day in summer?
A. She had less school homework.
B. She had to help her uncle on the farm.
C. The weather was nicer in the spring.
D. School was over.

2. What did Mr. Zuckerman do on the first week of July?
A. He cut all the tall grass from the field.
B. He took the horses out to ride through the fields.
C. He collected the apples from the orchard.
D. He cleaned the barn.

3. What did both Fern and Avery like to do in the springtime?
A. They liked to play in the hay.
B. They liked to watch the animals in the barn together.
C. They liked to chew on potato vines.
D. They liked to help Mr. Zuckerman do farm work.

4. After the goose herself, who was the next animal who knew the goslings arrived?
A. Templeton                B. Wilbur
C. Charlotte                 D. The Gander

5. Why did all of the animals look at Templeton when the goslings hatched?
A. Templeton started an argument the gander.
B. Templeton was not trusted or well liked by the animals.
C. Templeton surprised the animals when said congratulations.
D. Templeton tried to steal a gosling.

Vocabulary
	Interlude
	
	Rot
	

	Scold
	
	Stink
	

	Weed
	
	Swoop
	

	Anxious
	
	Cramped
	

	Gratify
	
	Anxious
	

	Sincere
	
	Dud
	

	Conscience
	
	Untenable
	

	Mutter
	
	Snarl
	



Discussion
Have you ever had a really close friendship with an animal?
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Questions
1. Why did animals hate flies?
A. Flies pestered the animals.
B. Flies at the animals’ food.
C. Flies said rude things to the animals.
D. Flies complained often.

2. What made Wilbur happy about the way Charlotte ate flies?
A. Charlotte wrapped the fly up.
B. Charlotte ate the flies quickly.
C. Charlotte put the fly to sleep before eating it.
D. Charlotte talked to the fly before eating it.

3. What did the oldest sheep notice about Wilbur’s appearance?
A. The old sheep saw that Wilbur was getting fatter.
B. The old sheep saw that Wilbur was getting longer.
C. The old sheep saw that Wilbur was getting stronger.
D. The old sheep saw that Wilbur was changing color.

4. The old sheep said that young pigs got killed…
A. At the end of the summer.
B. When the leaves changed color.
C. When the really cold weather came.
D. At the end of the winter.

5. According to the oldest sheep, who was NOT in on the conspiracy to kill Wilbur?
A. Mr. Zuckerman           B. Mr. Arable
C. Lurvy                    D. Fern

Vocabulary
	Pester
	
	Victim
	

	Admire
	
	Throw in
	

	Rigid
	
	Fatten
	

	Conspiracy
	
	Loath
	

	Butcher
	
	Anaesthetic
	

	Moan
	
	
	

	Burst
	
	
	

	Snap
	
	
	



Discussion
Do you eat meat? If so, do you ever think about the animals it came from? What do you think about vegetarianism? Do you think Fern is a vegetarian? 
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Questions
1. When did Fern tell her parents about the animals at Mr. Zuckerman’s Farm?
A. On a Sunday morning at breakfast.
B. On a Saturday afternoon at lunchtime.
C. On a weekday morning before school.
D. On a Sunday evening at dinnertime.

2. Who did Fern say was Wilbur’s best friend?
A. Templeton               B. The goose
C. The Goslings             D. Charlotte

3. Where did Fern need to go after eating?
A. She needed to go to Mr. Zuckerman’s farm.
B. She needed to do her chores around the house.
C. She needed to go to the market.
D. She needed to go to Sunday school.

4. Why was Mrs. Arable concerned about Fern?
A. She was concerned that Fern was spending too much time at Mr. Zuckerman’s farm and not doing enough work at home.
B. She was concerned that Fern saw Wilbur as a pet rather than a pig on a farm.
C. She was concerned that Fern spoke to the animals on the farm.
D. She was concerned that Fern was becoming a nuisance for Mr. Zuckerman because of all the time she spent on the farm.

5. Mr. Arable thought that…
A. Fern should see a doctor.
B. Animals didn’t talk.
C. Mrs. Arable should not worry about Fern.
D. Fern was acting strangely.

Vocabulary
	Slingshot
	
	Imagination
	

	Nod
	
	grin
	

	Adore
	
	
	

	Vague
	
	
	

	Stick
	
	
	

	Ramble on
	
	
	

	Pretend
	
	
	

	wonder
	
	
	



Quotation
“Maybe our ears aren’t as sharp as Fern’s” Mr. Arable p,52
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Questions
1. How did Wilbur boast to Charlotte?
A. He said he could spin a better web than Charlotte.
B. He said his legs were more useful than Charlotte’s.
C. He said his legs were hairier than Charlotte’s.
D. He said he could spin a web if he tried.

2. How did Charlotte feel when she saw Wilbur trying to spin a web?
A. She was proud of Wilbur because he was not a quitter.
B. She was embarrassed because Wilbur thought he could spin a web.
C. She was afraid that Wilbur might hurt himself.
D. She was happy that Wilbur was embarrassing himself.

3. Where did Wilbur want to be that evening?
A. He wanted to be at Fern’s house eating nuts and berries.
B. He wanted to be in the forest searching and sniffing on the ground.
C. He wanted to be by the brook drinking the fresh water.
D. He wanted to be by the orchard eating apples.

4. Why was Charlotte glad she was a sedentary spider?
A. Rushing around looking for a good thing was exciting.
B. Waiting for what came to her web gave her a chance to think.
C. Making a web and waiting gave her a lot of time to sleep.
D. She knew her web was a safe place and didn’t want to wander away from it.

5. How did the lamb hurt Wilbur’s feeling?
A. The lamb called Wilbur fat.
B. The lamb said that Wilbur smelled bad.
C. The lamb said that Wilbur was the ugliest animal on the farm.
D. The lamb told Wilbur that he would be killed in the winter.

Vocabulary
	Boast
	
	Neglect
	

	Delicate
	
	Fasten
	

	Witness
	
	Advice
	

	Chubby
	
	Interrupt
	

	Hesitate
	
	Twilight
	

	Glance
	
	Tremble
	

	Oblige
	
	Nerve
	

	Summon
	
	Delay
	



Quotation

“They just keep trotting back and forth across the bridge thinking there is something better on the other side. If they'd hang head-down at the top of the thing and wait quietly, maybe something good would come along.” – Charlotte p.60
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Questions
1. Which word best described Charlotte before she thought of an idea to save Wilbur?
A. Anxious                      B. Nervous
C. Patient                       D. Unsure

2. What did Charlotte think of humans?
A. She thought that humans were smarter than bugs.
B. She thought that humans were gullible.
C. She thought that humans were dangerous.
D. She thought that humans were untrusting.

3. Zuckerman’s farm had the best…
A. Blueberry pie            B. Place to find large frogs
C. Swing to play on          D. Animals

4. Which of the following did the children NOT do together in the afternoon?
A. They swung on the Zuckerman’s swing.
B. They visited the pigpen.
C. They built a small tree house.
D. They ate blueberry pie.

5. Why did Avery try to climb the fence?
A. He wanted to capture Charlotte.
B. He wanted to kill Charlotte.
C. He wanted to break Charlotte’s web.
D. He wanted to make Fern angry.
Vocabulary
	Mercy
	
	Capture
	

	Crisis
	
	Dull
	

	Knot
	
	Beloved
	

	Motionless
	
	Resist
	

	Sail
	
	Possession
	

	Fear
	
	Pace
	

	Discourage
	
	Swoosh
	

	Suggest
	
	Slap
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Questions
1. Why was Charlotte’s web easy to see in the morning?
A. It rained the night before and the web was wet.
B. The sunlight in the morning made the web shine.
C. Charlotte’s web so large that it covered most of the barn door.
D. It was a foggy morning and the web was covered with beads of water.

2. Which of the following was NOT true when Lurvy saw the web?
A. Lurvy went on his knees and said a short prayer.
B. Lurvy fed Wilbur and walked back to the farm house.
C. Lurvy brushed his hands across his eyes.
D. Lurvy thought that he was seeing things.

3. How did Mr. Zuckerman look when he told his wife about the web?
A. She looked pale and frightened.
B. She looked confident and amazed.
C. She looked confused.
D. She looked excited and curious. 

4. What did Mrs. Zuckerman believe was NOT ordinary about the farm?
A. She believed that Wilbur was not an ordinary pig.
B. She believed that all the animals on the farm were not ordinary animals.
C. She believed that Charlotte was not an ordinary spider.
D. She believed that Mr. Zuckerman was not an ordinary man.

5. Why did Wilbur enjoy the Zuckermans and Lurvy around his pen?
A. He liked that Charlotte’s web was getting so much attention.
B. He thought that he would get more food.
C. He enjoyed the attention he was getting.
D. He thought that they would give him a special treat.

Vocabulary
	Foggy
	
	Distinct
	

	Veil
	
	Occur
	

	Neat
	
	Solid
	

	Utter
	
	Minister
	

	Murmur
	
	Wondrous
	

	Exertion
	
	Sermon
	

	Solemn
	
	Shave
	

	Unusual
	
	Attraction
	



Quotation
“On foggy mornings, Charlotte's web was truly a thing of beauty. This morning each thin strand was decorated with dozens of tiny beads of water. The web glistened in the light and made a pattern of loveliness and mystery, like a delicate veil.”  - Narrator, p. 77
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Questions
1. Who was NOT present at the beginning of the meeting?
A. Gander                  B. Templeton
      C. The oldest sheep         D. The lambs 

2. Why didn’t Charlotte like the suggestion, ‘Pig Supreme’?
A. She thought it would be too difficult to write in the web.
B. She thought it sounded egoistical.
C. She thought it sounded like a desert.
D. She thought that the people wouldn’t like it.

3. Who did Charlotte think the word Terrific would impress the most?
A. The minister              B. Fern
C. The townspeople           D. Mr. Zuckerman

4. The animals thought that         could give them more ideas for the web.
A. Fern and her books        B. Templeton
C. Old newspapers            D. Old magazines

5. Why did Charlotte doubt that Templeton would help?
A. She thought Templeton was too selfish.
B. She thought that Templeton was too lazy to go to the dump.
C. She thought that Templeton was wouldn’t know what she needed from the dump.
D. She thought that Templeton didn’t like her.

Vocabulary
	Glare
	
	Instinct
	

	Proceed
	
	Plenty
	

	Dare
	
	Creep
	

	Hurray
	
	Assemble
	

	Remark
	
	Bore
	

	Supreme
	
	Average
	

	Advertisement
	
	Concern
	

	Fellow
	
	Sensational
	



Quotation
“People believe almost anything they see in print.” - Charlotte, p. 89

“Wilbur's destiny and your destiny are closely linked. If Wilbur is killed and his trough stands empty day after day, you'll grow so thin we can look right through your stomach and see objects on the other side.” - Sheep, p. 90

Discussion
What makes someone a good friend? 
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