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<Abstract>

A Study of a Relation between Utility and
Justice in Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill

Jang, Jung-Hun

This essay aims to explore a relation between utility and justice in
Bentham and Mill, which enables us to connect the elements of
goodness in the area of the greatest happiness with those of right and
wrong in that of justice in utilitarianism.

Bentham and Mill, first of all, try to establish the principle of
utility, in particular, for maximizing social happiness. It is their works
that improve mental environments and degrees of individuals from the
18th to 19th century in England. Acting to maximize general happiness
and producing the greatest happiness are the core notion of utilitarian
justice: praising those who produce the greatest happiness, but
punishing those who harm to others.

In Bentham, the conception of punishment is the key way to
transform the evil to be happiness, even if it is the necessary evil in
itself. Mill considers the importance of the first moral principles like
rights and equality which have historically developed in the minds of
human lives as the sense of justice. In Mill, unless an agent was
protected in exercising his/her rights, any invader must be punished
for improving social happiness of higher quality.

To sum up, it would be made an obvious conclusion that the
problem of punishment is one of main roots to produce the greatest

and highest happiness of the greatest and highest numbers.

Key words : Utility, Pleasure and Pain, Justice, Punishment, Social
Happiness
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